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PHYSICIST IS FOURTH SPEAKER IN PRESIDENT'S LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA—
An acclaimed University of Montana professor will have the honor of introducing his 
father as the speaker in the fourth installment of the President’s Lecture Series Friday, Dec. 5, 
at the Missoula campus.
Biology Professor Ralph Judd will talk briefly about the accomplishments of his father, 
renowned physics Professor David L. Judd, before turning over the microphone for the lecture. 
The elder Judd will discuss “The View From My Window on the World of Physics” at 8 p.m. 
in the Urey Lecture Hall.
David Judd will also conduct a faculty seminar titled “Commercial Electrical Power 
from Heavy Ion-Induced Inertial Fusion?” The seminar takes place from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 5, in Science Complex Room 423.
The elder Judd has worked in the Field of physics since earning a doctorate at the 
California Institute of Technology in 1950. He is currently a senior research physicist at 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and a senior lecturer at the University of California at 
Berkeley.
David Judd will begin the lecture with a history of physics, according to his son. Judd,




who did research at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in New Mexico during World War II, 
is uniquely qualified to provide insights into some of the key personalities in the physics field.
“He's known all the players from back in the golden days of physics back in the 40s,” 
said Ralph Judd. “He’s interacted with all the great physicists over time.”
The physicist will then discuss fusion power, which has been his primary field of inquiry 
for the past 20 years. Nuclear fusion, considered by many to be the wave of the future, has the 
potential to generate vast amounts of electricity with very little waste. Fusion is viewed as much 
safer than its nuclear counterpart, fission.
“(The lecture) w'ould be of interest to anybody who’s interested in the future of power 
generation, particularly when we run out of fossil fuels,” said Ralph Judd.
David Judd has conducted research and published in a number of fields of theoretical 
physics, including neutronics and fission, molecular and nuclear physics, analytical mechanics 
and plasma physics. His principal field, however, has been the theory of high energy and high 
intensity particle accelerators and the focusing, transport and magnetic spectrometry of charged 
particle beams.
He is also editor of IFE News, which focuses on research activities at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory and its sister facility, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.
The younger Judd looks forward to introducing his father to a Missoula audience.
“I’m really delighted,” he said. “He’s really an excellent speaker, and it is a fascinating 
story that he’s going to tell.”
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